
Wolters Field Advisory Group Meeting Minutes 
A joint meeting coordinated by the City of Highland Park and School District #113 

5 November 2020 
7:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting 
 
Call to Order  
The meeting was called to order by Councilman Stolberg at 7:05 PM 
 
Roll Call  
The following Advisory Group Members were called: 
Present: 

 Councilman Adam Stolberg, City of Highland Park 

 Board Member Mike Perlman, School District 113 

 Superintendent Dr. Bruce Law, School District 113 

 City Manager Ghida Neukirch, City of Highland Park 

 Police Chief Lou Jogmen, City of Highland Park 

 
Absent: 

 Interim Athletic Director Paul Harris, School District 113 

 Judith Magel Cohen, Resident 

 Mindy Deutsch, Resident 

 Michele Goldstein, Resident 

 John Helander, Resident 

 Scott Lieberman, Resident 
 
Guests: 
Brian Ahmer, SD113 Director of Facilities and Operations, plus four residents were on the 
virtual meeting as well. 
 
Approval of Minutes  
Due to a lack of quorum, the November 6, 2019 minutes prepared by School District 113 could 
not be considered for approval. 
 
Scheduled Business  

 
a. Sports Recap & Programming Plans 

Dr. Law reported a report will be given to the school Board on November 9th about the State of 
the School District, specifically as it pertains to sports programming and classes.    There may be 
typical winter sports that will be played in the spring.  No firm plans have been determined. 
 



Resident Brigid Ohlwein inquired about the permitted use of Wolters Field.  It was noted that 
some kids are asked to leave that are playing and others are not.   
 
Dr. Law responded that generally, the facilities are available when they are not used by the 
District, provided it is during business hours.  During e-learning, the District has been challenged 
with monitoring the field which creates a liability for the District.  In that regard, the property 
should not be used at this time unless the use is by school sanctioned programming. 
 
Resident Jeff Gilbert commended the District for placing the speakers on the light poles as 
requested by the residents.     The announcer was on the center speaker.  The speaker has not 
been thoroughly tested, but the use thus far has been positively received. 
 
As it pertains to the field, Mr. Gilbert indicated there is a significant amount of fence jumping 
and individuals running around the track.     He has also observed pick-up football and other 
sport games.     He indicated there doesn’t seem to be much effort to enforce people wearing 
masks and physically distancing.     
 
Mr. Ahmer responded that the guidance for sports outside is different than indoor sports.  
Pursuant to the IHSA, masks can be removed from the anchor point for the physical activity, but 
then need to be worn when they are outside of the play.   He will follow-up with the football 
team to ensure they are following the rules.   Mr. Gilbert indicated that the cheerleaders and 
others likewise do not appear to be following the mask/physical distance rules.  Mr. Ahmer will 
follow-up. 
 
Modifications of the Wolters Field Advisory Group to the HPHS Neighborhood Meeting – City 
Manager Report 

City Manager Neukirch reported that the School District is anticipated to submit an application 
with the City to amend their Special Use and their Development Agreement regulating the Vine 
Parking Lot.  As part of the amendment, the City has been modifying Advisory Groups to create 
neighborhood meetings. This revised structure would entail notification to the entire 
neighborhood around Highland Park High School thereby encouraging great community 
participation.    Upon receipt of the School District’s application, the City will advance the 
consideration to the Plan & Design Commission and then the City Council for final approval.  

 
Other Business 
No other business from the School District or the City. 
 
Business from the Public  
Mr. Gilbert inquired about Jon Rowley, former Athletic Director.  Dr. Law responded that Mr. 
Rowley is still employed by the District although he has taken on other responsibilities; Paul 
Harris is serving as the Interim Athletic Director. 
 
Councilman Stolberg thanked everyone for the partnership and communication between the 
residents, City and District.   Mr. Gilbert echoed the positive collaboration among all parties.   



No other business from the public. 
 
Councilman Stolberg noted that the next meeting will be held in the late spring, 2021. 
 
Adjournment  
 The meeting adjourned at 7:31 PM 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Ghida S. Neukirch 
City Manager  


